Human necrotizing vasculitis: immunoglobulins and complement in vessel walls of cutaneous lesions and normal skin.
Immunoglobulins and C3 were detected by immunofluorescence in the blood vessel walls of biopsies of clinically normal skin in patients with active necrotizing vasculitis. Of the 13 patients studied, 9 had C3 and 6 of these had IgM or IgA in biopsies of lesions of vasculitis. In adjacent clinically normal skin, 7 patients had C3 and 3 of these also had IgM or IgA. These findings support the hypothesis that immunoglobulins and complement are present in vessels of some patients prior to chemotaxis of polymorphonuclear leukocytes and the resulting inflammatory purpuric lesions so characteristic of necrotizing vasculitis.